Why choose Mission: Encounter?

It’s Affordable
Mission: Encounter will get the most for your time and your money in 

this Bahamian ministry experience.

(Ferry experience



(great food

(airport transfers



(project transportation

(hotel transfers



(choice of type ministries

(hotel on the water



(recreation time

It’s Director Led
You, the director, are in charge!  We assist you with a tailor made mission program, but you do the directing!  You will never get watered down with someone else in charge and will leave this island with the highest relationship commitment from your team members.  The island churches are receiving the same materials and will be prepared to lead the way in bringing this ministry to their neighborhoods.  Everything we do is shared responsibility between your youth group and the youth of the island church.

About the Island Churches
The Nassau Island has 100+ churches, mostly evangelical, and all with the Bahamian style of praise and worship:

(Anglican




(Independent Church of God



(Assembly of God



(Lutheran






(Catholic




(Presbyterian

(Church of Christ



(Roman Catholic




(Church of God (Anderson)

(Salvation Army





(Church of God (Cleveland)

(Seven Day Adventist


(Church of God (Prophesy)

(Southern Baptist


(Church of the Nazarene


(United Methodist


(Episcopal




(Wesleyan


(Freewill Baptist



(Many independent


(Independent Baptist



Island Churches

The common bond between these different churches is family and music.  Almost everyone on the island is related to someone in each of the churches.  They all have music that is high energy with a lot of spirit and motion.  


The biggest event on the island is attending church.  Most of the churches will have two services on Sunday, as well as 2 or 3 times a week.  When they have church, they really have church!! Get ready to clap and clap and clap while moving and sometimes dancing with the rhythmic gospel songs.  If you are accustomed to a one hour service, you’ll be introduced to services that sometimes last three hours…and they are great to experience!

What You Must Know: Everyone dresses up to attend church!


The ladies wear beautiful mid to long dresses with big colorful hats.  The men wear 2 & 3 piece suits, dress shirts and of course, a bright tie!  Now that means when we attend one of the regular church services, we too must dress up!!  All guys are to wear a shirt and tie.  The girls and ladies are to wear dressed (no minis).  Hats would even be better!  (You can buy them on the island).  All shirts, blouses, and tops are to have sleeves.  Shoulders and upper arms are to be covered.


The dress code for working at the church doing construction or working with children includes the following requirements:

All shorts are to reach the knee and all shirts are to have sleeves.

We are guests wanting to respect the customs of our Bahamian neighbors!

Mission Projects
(Church Remodel & repair

(Children’s Crusades

(Church Construction


(Youth Crusades

(House Remodel & Repair

(Athletic Events

(House Construction


(Sports Camps

(Community Service Projects

(Concerts
Church & House Remodel / Repair
· Painting buildings, interior walls & furniture



· Installing & repairing electrical lights,signs, concrete & wooden walls, bath & plumbing fixtures, & laying tile floors
· Cleaning (trash, trees, bushes, and undergrowth)
· Repairing & constructing interior walls
· Repairing concrete walls
· Repairing & installing windows & doors
· New roofs & composition roofing


Part of the responsibility of a construction or remodel mission project is raising the money for needed construction materials.  The amount of monies needed varies according to the size of the project you select.  The monies needed for those materials need to be sent to the assigned Bahamian church 90 days prior to your arrival.

Church & House Construction
· Concrete block walls
· Tile & shingle roofs
· Cement floors & walls
· Trusses & interior walls
· Electrical & plumbing


Part of the responsibility of a construction or remodel mission project is raising the money for needed construction materials.  The amount of monies needed varies according to the size of the project you select.  The monies needed for those materials need to be sent to the assigned Bahamian church 90 days prior to your arrival.

Children’s Crusades

The greatest challenge the island offers is the opportunity to direct a children’s crusade (similar to a US Vacation Bible School program).  Most of the island churches do not have the buildings to hold a large number of children.  Much of your crusade will conducted out of doors.  We will assist you with the following:

· Selection of the churches and crusade site
· Training materials
· Suggested programs
· Suggested schedule & itinerary
· Materials & supplies needed

Youth Crusades & Sports Camps

This crusade will be conducted in the same manner as the children’s crusade, with the materials adapted to teenagers.   The same programming that works with your youth in the States will appeal to the Bahamian teens.  Since most teens have a day job, we would tailor your times to best suit the area in which you are going to serve.  There is a need for youth training.  Select your own materials.  

Concerts & Musical Presentations

Those teams that have a choir, orchestra or ensemble with praise band can have a week of ministry through music!  The Bahamas is an island of music!  I would suggest you have some high energy music that is of good quality.  We will schedule your concert tour.  There is no problem getting into churches, schools, jails, and public parks and outdoor stages.  If this is your ministry … GO FOR IT!!!  It will be very rewarding!

Athletic Events

The typical sports on the island are soccer, basketball, rugby and baseball.  If you have a coach that teaches and would like to do clinics, that would be much appreciated.  If you have a team (guys or gals), we will schedule you with an island tournament. Special transportation would have to be arranged since your daily schedule would vary as to times and locations of the tournaments. 

Dates Available for 2004

*May 15 – May 22


*May 22 – May 29


*May 29 – June 5


*June 5 – June 12


*June 12 – June 19[image: image1.jpg]






*June 19 – June 26


*June 26 – July 3


*July 3 – July 10


*July 10 – July 17


*July 17 – July 24


*July 24 – July 31



*July 31 – August 7


*August 7 – August 14


*August 14 – August 21

Payment Schedule
$200.00 Team Registration Fee (non-refundable)

(Please send with your Registration form)


*Based on quad accommodations (Includes all island taxes and tips)

$10
Deposit per individual due 30 days after team registration.  


This deposit secures your date and space on the ferry.

$50
Per individual due 45 days after the $10 deposit is paid

$100
Per individual due FEBRUARY 15th.

$100 Per individual due MARCH 15th.

$100
Per individual due APRIAL 15th. 

Remaining Balance due 45 days prior to departure.

Suggested Itinerary
Sunday
6:00am
Board the Catamaran Ferry


7:30am
Ferry’s Breakfast



9:00am
Director’s meeting



10:00am
Praise Service



11:00am
Ferry’s lunch



12:30pm
Arrive in Nassau



1:00pm
Transfer to Hotel and check-in




FREE TIME



5:00pm
Depart to your church assignment



5:30pm
Dinner at the church



7:00pm
Church service

Monday
8:30am
Team Director’s Orientation Meeting


10:00am
Breakfast buffet (until 11:30am)



11:00am
Construction Teams depart to project



1:00pm
Crusade Teams depart to church



2:30pm
Begin Crusades programs



6:00pm
Dinner at the church



7:30pm
Crusade Teams return to hotel



10:00pm
Team devotion and information meeting

Tuesday
10:00am
Breakfast buffet (until 11:30am)



11:00am
Construction Teams depart



1:00pm
Crusade Teams depart



2:30pm
Crusade begins



6:00pm
Dinner at the church



8:30pm
A Bahamian evening at the Nassau straw market

Wednesday
10:00am
Breakfast buffet (until 11:30am)



11:00am
Construction Teams depart



1:00pm 
Crusade Teams depart



2:30pm
Crusade begins



6:00pm
Dinner at the church



7:00pm
Church service

Thursday
10:00am
Breakfast buffet (until 11:30am)


11:00am
Construction Teams depart



1:00pm
Crusade Teams depart



2:30pm
Crusade begins



6:00pm
All teams return to hotel



7:30pm
NASSAU CELEBRATION 

Friday
9:00am
Breakfast buffet (until 11:00am)


12:00pm
Hotel Check-out




FREE TIME



3:00pm
Board Ferry



6:00pm
Ferry Dinner



10:00pm
Arrive in Miami

Mission Team Registration
Director:                                                                              ​

Address:                                                                              ​

City:                                             State:                               ​

Zip:                                  Telephone: (       )                         ​

Cell:                                      E Mail:                                     ​

Church:                                                                               ​

Address:                                                                              ​

City:                                           ​ State:                                ​

Zip:                                ​ Telephone: (       )                          ​

E Mail:                                      Fax: (       )                      ​

Choose Your Mission Project:
​​​​​​​​     Church Construction



     Repair Church
     
      House Construction



      Repair House

      Community Service



     Children’s Crusade

      Concerts





      Sports Camp

      Cleaning & Painting



     Athletic Events

      Youth Crusade

Desired Trip Date:
1st choice:                 
2nd choice:                 
3rd choice:                 ​

Will you be traveling to Miami or flying to Nassau?                               

Will you be traveling to Miami via:

              Air

           ​Bus
            Other (explain):                                  ​

Group Size:          ​ (This includes          ​ adults) 
Give the # most likely to be the final count.    

Please use a conservative number and be sure to read our cancellation policy.
Payment Information:
         MasterCard               Visa
   Card #                                 Expiration Date                         ​

Name as it appears on card:

                                                                                ​

Card Billing Address:                                               ​

                                                                               ​

Director’s Signature:                                              ​ Date:                               ​

Travel Requirements
ALL PERSONS traveling to the Bahamas 

are required to have one of the following:

*A USA passport.


May be up to 5 years out of date.

*A certified copy of their birth certificate and a photo ID.


(Do not take a photo copy! You must e able to feel the state seal. 


You can obtain a certified copy from the department of statistics


In the county in which you were born.)

*A NOTARIZED parent consent form is required to enter 


the Bahamas as well as to re-enter the USA.


(You can download a consent form from this website.)

IF YOU ARE NOT A CITIZEN OF THE USA, PLEASE CONTACT OUR OFFICE AND WE WILL ASSIST YOU. DO IT NOW! SOMETIMES IT TAKES TIME TO GET THE NECESSARY DOCUMENTS.

Prescription Medicines
All prescription medicines require the original prescription container or a doctor’s prescription.  U.S. Customs will allow you to bring back a  60 day supply.

Auto Rental
US Drivers’ Licenses are accepted.

Island Recreation & Shopping
There are so many opportunities for fun and recreation

while you are with Mission Encounter…….

Here is a sampling of some of the available adventures:

Beaches & Swimming
With miles of beautiful coastlines, there are many small, medium and large beaches to enjoy on Nassau. Some of the most favorites are:


*Cabbage Beach

*Paradise Beach


*Saunder's Beach

*Cave's Beach


*Orange Hill Beach

*Adelaide Beach


*Montagu Bay

Nature Parks
Conservation of natural habitats, indigenous species and areas of historic interest are the responsibility of the non-profit Bahamas National Trust.  

Ecotours
Birdwatching




Pedal & Paddle Ecoventures Ltd.

Canoeing at Lake Nancy



The Retreat

Island Expedition – School at Sea
Undersea Walk

Island World Adventures



Paul Harding’s Out Island Safaris

Scuba Diving
If you wish to dive here you must first present a valid PADI or NAUI certification.  If you are not already certified and want to learn how to scuba dive, you can pay for lessons and may be able to make shallow dives within one day (with and instructor).

Wall Dives
Dive along reefs that range from 50 to 100 feet long, with walls that plummet down to several thousand feet deep. In many locations there are huge reef "overhangs" that divers can swim under, along with other water erosions and coral creations. A few common sites are:


* Travellers Rest Wall

* The Wall


* Tunnel Wall



* Clifton Wall


* Palace Wall



* Pumpkin Patch Wall


* Razorback



* Cessna Wall


* The Valley

Reef Dives
Beautiful living coral is just one of the many wonders waiting to be discovered when reef diving in The Islands of The Bahamas. A few common sites are:


*Southwest Reef


*Pumpkin Patch Reef


*Elkhorn Gardens


*Porpoise Pens


*Fancy Purple


*The Fish Hotel


*Goulding Cay


*The Barracuda Shoals


*Hollywood Hole


*The Thunderball Reef


*Little Elvis



*The Cannonball Reef


*Fish School



*The Angelfish Reef

Wrecks
For centuries, The Islands Of The Bahamas have experienced a countless number of shipwrecks along the reefs, creating exciting adventures for the diving enthusiast. A few common wrecks are:

*The Mahoney Wreck

*Bahama Mama

*The Miranda Wreck

*Sea Viking

*The Grennen Wreck

*Wreck On The Wall

*The B.J. Wreck


*Wilaurie Wreck

*S.S. PLP



*Vulcan Bomber

*The Shipyard


*Tears Of Allah

*The De La Salle Wreck

Blue Holes
Sudden depressions on the bottom of the sea occur throughout The Islands Of The Bahamas. These depressions can range from 100 to 200 feet deep and many lead to underwater cave systems. Divers can easily identify these depressions by the dark azure shape in an otherwise light-turquoise sea. A common blue hole is:


*The Lost Blue Hole

Cave Dives
Much of the cave diving in The Islands Of The Bahamas revolves around holes found inland that are connected to the sea. This makes for both an exciting and challenging diving experience. A couple common caves are:


*Trinity Caves


*Piece Of Cake

Shark Dives
Shark dives are spectacular to almost any diver. Dive masters attract the sharks with baitfish, allowing divers to come within inches of the sharks. Divers are advised to keep their movements to a minimum while watching and photographing. A few common shark dive sites are:

*Runway



*Shark Wall

*Runway Wall


*Shark Buoy

*Shark Arena

Snorkeling
You can enjoy fantastic snorkeling on Nassau by visiting any nice beach and jumping in the water.  For more unusual experience, you can spend $35 for a half day snorkel excursion.  These trips require no special skills or licenses.

Bicycle Riding
Since most of the island is flat, it’s a wonderful place to ride bicycles.  There are many places to rent anything from a one-sped to a more fancy 21-speed bicycle.

Boating
There are more than 30 excursion operators that run full and half-day trips to the other islands.  These are on schooners, catamarans, glass-bottom boats, submarines, party boats and high speed power boats.  For those interested in casual sailing you can rent Hobie Cats, Sunfish and wind surfers.  Power boats, wave runners, banana boats, kayaks, and hydro bikes are also easy to find and rent. 

Parasailing
This exhilarating experience is a must for all thrill-seekers. For those unfamiliar with it, the parasailor is launched and recovered by a small powerboat circling the bay. The view is unparalleled, the higher air is cooler and it's great fun.

Fishing
This is a great area for both deep sea and reef fishing. Grouper, marlin, snapper, tuna, billfish, barracuda, bonefish and wahoo are among the most commonly caught here in Nassau

Horseback Riding
On Nassau you can get a nice long ride through forest trails and deserted beaches.

Frequently Asked Questions
Q. On the island, do they drive on the left side of the road?

A. Yes

Q. Will we like the food?

A. Yes, much of the island food is different than at home, however, they                                 are also preparing foods that you are accustomed to eating.

Q. Are there fast food restaurants?

A. Yes. The prices are about $.50 higher per item

Q. Whats the weather like?

A. It’s tropical! Normally, you will get a tropical rain in the afternoon. The rain really comes down, but there is no wind and it doesn’t last long. It always feels refreshing!

Q. How good is the shopping?

A. Items made on the island are very inexpensive.  Be aware that you need to shop around and bargain for the best prices. It’s fun!

Q. Is the water safe to dring?

A. Yes. The island has very strict water standards

Q. How safe is the island?

A. Very safe! They have a large police force and they don’t tolerate crime.

Q. Are the churches air conditioned?

A. Usually not.

Q. How quickly will we sunburn?

A. VERY quickly! Always use sun block.

Q. Can we understand the Bahamians?

A. Yes. They speak English. They also speak broken English.  This you won’t understand at all.

Q. Can we use our American dollars?

A. Yes. The Bahamian dollar is equal to the US dollar. You don’t need to exchange.  They will always take USA money.

Q. How much luggage can we take?

A. The ferry will allow only 2 bags per person. Don’t over pack!

Q. Do we really have to dress up to attend church?

A. Yes. If you are attending a regular church service, girls need to wear a skirt or a dress and the guys need to wear a tie.  Keep in mind that you are a guest. Don’t be a rude American!

Q. Are you looking for a summer staff?

A. Yes. We have a program for college/university age and older persons to assist as staff for a 7 week period.  Special tuition cost available upon request (you must first qualify and provide personal recommendations). 

Q. Can we buy insurance for bad weather, illness, etc?

A. Yes. There is a company called SAFESAIL that will sell you a low cost policy to cover most any type of emergency. Please contact our office for information.

Q. Can we fly directly to Nassau?

A. Yes.

Q. If at the last minute I can’t go and I don’t have the SAFESAIL insurance, can someone else go in my place?

A. Yes. Up and until just PRIOR TO SAILING the ferry will make a name change on it’s registry.  No extra cost.

Q. How much spending money do I need?

A. That’s a tough question to answer.  We suggest that you bring some extra nourishing snack foods to have while you are at your project.  If you are not going to buy souvenirs…we recommend about $100 for recreation and cafes. 

Q. De we give and offering to the churches we are serving?

A. YES! YES! YES! We suggest that each participant contribute to the support of the church or its pastor.  Most pastors have a secular full time job to support their ministry. 

Q. Do we need shots?

A. No.

Q. What type of ID is required?

A. A passport or certified birth certificate with a photo ID.  Persons 18 and under must also have a notarized parental consent form. (Your passport can be outdated up to 5 years.)

Q. What is the age limit?

A. Each team director will be responsible for setting their age.

SAFESAIL TRAVEL INSURANCE

Traveling with SAFESAIL is the perfect way to ensure peace of mind for trip cancellation or interruption such as:

· Unexpected sickness or injury

· Hurricanes or other natural disasters

· War

· Bankruptcy of your travel supplier

· Labor strikes

· Lost baggage

· Emergency medical expense

· Certain other serious circumstances that could cause you to cancel

Insurance Coverages:
Coverages 



Maximum Benefit
Trip Cancellation


 Trip Cost Per Policy

Trip Interruption



150% of the trip cost per policy

Travel Delay



$1000 per person ($2000 policy maximum)

Baggage Delay



$500 per person ($1000 policy max)

Emergency Medical Expense

$10,000 per person ($20,000 policy max)

(Not available to Canadian Residents)

Rental Car Damage


$25,000 (policy maximum)

      (Not available to residents of

      Texas or Oregon)

     Air Flight Accident



$100,000 per person ($250,000 policy max)

PREMIUM COST: $38.00

CANCELLATION POLICY

This cancellation policy is standard for the cruising industry.

Passenger Lists
In order to save much confusion and the cost of changing names, we have contracted with the cat ferry to submit our passenger list on or before 45 days prior to sailing.  Please have your list of names into our office before the 45 day deadline*.

All names are to be submitted exactly as shown on the passport or certified birth certificate.  Please include the date of birth.  (EXCEPTION: Married women, use first and middle name as shown on documents and last name the married name.)

Cancellations
Now and until 72 days prior to sailing,

There is no charge for canceling.

No refunds within 14 days of sailing.

71 days -  45 days prior to sailing -     $125.75 of total charges

44 days – 0 days prior to sailing -      $261.50 of total charges

All name changes within 45 days of sailing will be charged $20.00.  The ferry considers Sunday and holidays as work days.

PLEASE REGISTER A CONSERVATIVE NUMBER FOR YOUR TEAM SIZE!!!

Parental Consent Form
Name                                                                                                       ​

Age            ​   Date of birth                         ​ Grade Completed                   ​

Address                                                                                                    ​

City                                      ​  State                   ​  Zip                                 ​

Home Phone: (      )                          ​   Other: (      )                                   ​

Parent business phone(s): (      )                         ​   (      )                            ​

To whom it may concern:



The undersigned do hereby give permission for our (my) childe named,                                             ​ to attend and participate in our activities on the Nassau, Bahama Island sponsored by                                                          ​ on the dates of                               ​.

We (I) authorize an adult, in whose care the minor has been entrusted, to consent to any x-ray examination, anesthetic, medical, surgical or dental diagnosis and treatment, and hospital car, to be rendered to the minor under the general or special supervision and on the advice of any physician or dentist licensed in the USA, Bahamas or the Ferry’s doctor.


The undersigned shall be liable and agree(s) to pay all costs and expenses incurred in connection with such medical and dental services rendered to the aforementioned child pursuant to this authorization.


Should it be necessary for our (my) child to return home due to medical reasons or otherwise, the undersigned shall assume all transportation cost.

                                                            ​                                                                ​



Notary



   Parent Signature
Hospital Insurance?        ​ Yes       ​ No  Company Name                               ​

Participant Name                                   ​   Policy #                                     ​

Group #                                                           ​

Father’s Name:                               Mother’s Name:                                   ​

Legal Guardian:                             ​ 

Physicians Name:                                    ​ Phone: (      )                             ​

Emergency Contact:                                 Phone: (      )                             ​
  

Allergies or Special medical Problems:                                                      ​   

                                                                                                                ​
Please send all documents to:

GroupSource Travel, Inc.

5526 Old Hickory Blvd.

Hermitage, TN  37076

Or Fax to:

GroupSource Travel, Inc.

615.385.3679

Questions?

Contact us at: 

800.800.2519
Ask about


Spring Break, Thanksgiving or


Christmas Break


Trips!!








(Dates include first and last night in Miami)





TOTAL INDIVIDUAL PRICE





$630.00








Please send this form


with $200 to: 


MISSION ENCOUNTER


PO Box 1805


Mt. Juliet ,TN 37121


Tel:  615.773.0680


Fax: 615.773.0681


E-Mail: info@missionencounter.com





---------For Office use only--------------


Date registration received:                                                                                �


Ship Confirmation number:                                                                              �


Hotel Confirmation number:                                                                             �


Island Church:                                                                                                 �


Island Church confirmation date:                                                                    �


Contact person:                                                                                              �











